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Mr. Grote, ef is impossible; but we may entertain reason-
able belief that the success of Pythagoras, as a person
favoured by the gods, and patentee of divine secrets, was
very great; that he procured to himself both the reve-
rence of the multitude and the peculiar attachment and
obedience of many devoted adherents chiefly belonging to
the wealthy and powerful classes; that a select body of
these adherents, three hundred in number, bound them-
selves by a sort of vow, both to Pythagoras and to each
other, and adopted a peculiar diet, ritual, and observances,
as a token of union, though without anything like com-
muniiy of property, which some have ascribed to them.
Such a band of men, standing high in the city for wealth
and station, and bound together by this intimate tie,
came by almost unconscious tendency to mingle political
ambition with religious and scientific pursuits.

"The devoted attachment of Pythagoreans towards each
other, is not less emphatically set forth than their con-
tempt for every one else. In fact, these teo attributes of
the order seem the best ascertained, as well as the most
permanent of all. Moreover, we may be sure that the
peculiar observances of the order passed for exemplary
virtues in the eyes of its members, and exalted ambition
into a duty, by making them sincerely believe that they
were the only persons fit to govern.

" But this influence of Pythagoras was not bounded even
by the populous city of Croton; much of Italy and Sicily
were to experience the moral and political regeneration.
Sybaris, Rhegium, Metapontum, Himera, and Catana,
felt the edifying power of his doctrines. In Croton,
the reverence of the multitude towards Pythagoras was
unbounded; while a select body of the wealthy and
aristocratic, to the number of three hundred, bound them-
selves in a mutual vow, and in an oath of obedience to
their founder. This powerful brotherhood adopted a"